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ABSTRACT

Adiga’s Last Man in Tower is a suspense-filled wtof money and power. It primarily deals with thenftict of
interest between the real estate mafia and civdliatno remain at the receiving end in Indian socigtjiga has dealt with
the nexus between the state and real estate mdfiehvhas made the lives of ordinary middle-classpbe highly
miserable. It also talks about the helplessnegsh@ftivil society, media and law and order agena@resodern Mumbai.
It is a story of inhuman victimization of Mastesjho fights for his right to live in a place of kikoice. The novel is richly
insightful about business and character that itagdto know in the present times. Adiga has enhdulnig reputation as
the preeminent chronicler of the country’s mes®sent. The novel has both social and political aations which focus

the attention of the policymakers and other staladrs of administration and development in India.
KEYWORDS:Textual Analysis, Suspense-Filled Story, Money,Rowler

INTRODUCTION
Preamble

Last Man in Tower is indeed a suspense-filledystdrmoney and power, luxury and deprivation; dnriapestry
peopled by unforgettable characters in Bombay. fidwel opens up the hearts and minds of the inhaitaf Bombay
where ordinary people are pushed to their limitsthmy vested interests. The real estate developarni¥n Shah offers
generous amount to the residents to build a newrjuapartment complex in the Tower A which is ungaphably strong
and secured. It deals with the pathetic story ofteligi, a retired school teacher who strongly tesimoving from the

Tower A of the Vishram Co-operative Housing Societyler the pressures and compulsions of the restbedeveloper.
Last Man in Tower Centered Content Analysis

The Tower A has five floors which stand in the teerof the city of Bombay. The railway station, destic
airport and other centers are close to the apattmigich housed the middle-class people who paystas@pport charities
and vote in local and general elections. The apartns 50 years old with modern amenities and saféronment.
The details of visitors were maintained by the ségguard regularly. The residents had adjustedntelves very well to
the life and environment surrounding the apartmé&he residents used to meet frequently to disdusis problems and

resolve certain issues concerning their lives|ifaas and security.
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Yogesh Murthy, a teacher commands respect fronrdbiglents on account of his noble profession anmhdo
mannerism. He is well known as Masterji who culichreading habits and healthy social behaviorshateelevated his

standing among the neighbors and led a peaceduhfiér his retirement.

The life in Bombay has undergone several changes & period of time. “Show people a little cashd ghey'll
jump, dance, run naked in the streets. These desedand builders are mafias. Without migrants, ¢ity would be dust.
We are ruled by fascists” (Adiga, 2011:01). The eigwovides the changing facets of Bombay city #rellives of the

people in a new social and economic environment.

Adiga has portrayed the harmonious living of tlesidents in the apartment thus: “We've paid oure$ax
and we've helped each other, and we’'ve gone toHsiohayak and Mount Mary church and Mahim church. and now
all of us in this building, all of us good people®ve been blessed by the Hand of God” (Adiga, Z)1:The novel

presents the sound life and culture in the apartineiore the entry of real estate mafia.

The novel sheds the light on corruption in mod&raiety. “In a socialist economy, the small busémesn has to
be a thief to prosper. Man has risen from the edréhthought, he may as well put his money bacé the earth”
(Adiga, 2011:03). Adiga portrayed the change oituate and behavioral patterns of people in Mumimathie age of

economic liberalization.

Adiga presents the pressure tactics adopted biguhéers which adversely affected the peoples“#h illusion,
Mr. Pinto. | know about these builders. They waaver pay up. This is a democracy, Mrs.Puri. No wilesilence me.
Not you, not all the builders of the world” (Adig2011:04). The residents of the apartment had fiairs for the rest of
their lives in the Vishram Society. “We do not waydur money, whether it is 200 per cent or 250 pent.
This is our home and no one can ask us to leaveitow builders, and they are all liars and crialin Better you leave
know. Right now” (Adiga, 2011:05).

The novel reveals the generation gap in conteamgdndia with respect to civic amenities and hogdacilities.
“In my experience, some older people oppose a mdpment project because they are frightened ofkamy of change.
In the old days, a builder in this city thoughtdmuld get rich only if he cheated his customerswéeld cheat them as a
matter of routine — on cement, on steel rods, wisHing” (Adiga, 2011:06). These observations semesthe readers about

the hidden truths in the field of real estate amstruction industries in Bombay and other bigesiti

Masterji, the central figure of the novel was after any luxury in life. His joys were those oktkexpanding
square footage of his inner life. He was an oraxiceader. “The desire for self-improvement had bésencause of
destruction” (Adiga, 2011:07). Adiga has also dffedly dealt with the compulsions created by thel estate mafia on the
residents living in the apartments who had no ahoither than continuing their stay over there. Hg dlso presented the

day to day lives of the people in Bombay which totlee hearts of the readers.

Masterji had firmly refused to give his consentttoe dissolution of Vishram Cooperative Societyhat beast of
the builders. “He spokes so all would hear: | hawe said yes, have not said no” (Adiga, 2011:08xstdrji had come

across certain unpleasant statements written @gamsy the dwellers of the apartment at the bebkthe builders.
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He never bothered about these ugly things and remdacool and calm over these developments as a true
gentleman. “They treat me like they would treatuemouchable in the old days, he thought: even attllought of his
shadow falling on them, his neighbors cringed aitddvew” (Adiga, 2011:09).

The builders sustained their efforts to persuadestitji to vocate the apartment and become a partiieir
business design. “Oh, no, | won't go. | won't goyahere. | won't leave Vishram Society ever agaiAtliga, 2011:10).
Adiga has used the character of Masterji as a sywib@sistance against the powerful real estatéanaand a source of

morale-boosting for the residents of the apartment.

Adiga has also provided certain details aboutpifessure tactics adopted by the real estate n@afmgure the
surrender of helpless residents in the apartm@éhis.nexus between the police and real estate thafideen revealed by
the author. “The real-estate broker was a mastdictbn. This is the real business of this statidtasterji thought.
| should get out of here at once” (Adiga, 2011:Masterji was fed up with the corrupt police systetrich had yielded

before the money power of real estate owners inliym

Masterji also brought the ugly incident to theicetof the media. “It is said that we live in aprblic, the
guestion arises whether a man in his own home @nhkeatened and that too on the eve of Indeperd®ay
(Adiga, 2011:12). Masterji was determined to redfst temptations and pressure tactics of the retdtee lobby.

He wanted to live peacefully in the apartment sineavas highly secured and satisfied over there.

Masterji continued his efforts to get rid of thengpulsions created by the real estate mafia. Heoapped the
judicial authorities and pleaded for justice andtection. “I cannot pay you. It is a case you miage in the public
interest. The security of senior citizens in thiy ¢s at stake” (Adiga, 2011:13). Some residentsaraware of the efforts
made by Masterji to safeguard his interest. He ¢ndtio the notice of the fellow residents aboutrigét and privilege.
“It is my right: it is my right as a citizen to seelawyer. I'll go to the police at once. I'll tehem to arrest Mr.Shah. |
taught the sons of some of the constables. Youtamrry” (Adiga, 2011:14). Masterji had all theuwrage and conviction
to fight against the real estate mafia even thatglas strongly supported by the State and othsteekinterests.

Masterji put up a morale-boosting message on tiieenboard of the Vishram Society Tower A wherelihed
along with other residents. “This is to state hétidation in a free country will not be tolerdtd have been to the police
station and received every assurance from the Sémspector that this is not a neighborhood wheteacher can be
threatened. | am not alone. The famous legal tehf@andra, Parekh, and Sons, with whom | am in @mistouch,
will initiate action against any person or perstim®atening me via phone or mail. In addition, Véatudents in high
places such as the Times of India office. Vishraoni&y Tower A is my home, and it will not be sold]l not be leased

or rented or will not be redeveloped” (Adiga, 2Q13]):

Masterji was least affected by the gossip, slanded abuse in the apartment hurled at him by sofrthe
residents who were attracted by the huge sums afeynmffered by the real estate builder in the navhethe
redevelopment of the apartment. “Masterji stoodh®ywindow and sent down aerial roots to suck apd#r and abuse.
That must be his new diet, Mr. Pinto thought. Hehiewing their thorns for lunch and emails for sepg-rom mockery,
he is making his protein” (Adiga, 2011:16). Theseras reflect Adiga’s creative and humanistic apphes to writing

which have earned international fame.
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Masteriji lived very carefully since he was awaf¢he threats to his life by the builder. The baildtontinued the
conspiracy to win over the support of other resisl@f the apartment. He had even planned to ertkarexpulsion of
Masterji from the Society who was the biggest tharhis throat. About fourteen of the sixteen shatders in the society
had given their consent for this decision. Mastegjnstantly remained in touch with the lawyer amgsped his efforts
confidently. “Men of our generation, we have seeuocim trouble. Wars, emergencies, elections. We carivg”
(Adiga, 2011:17).

The lawyer had informed Masterji about the weasecmught by him. “Fundamentally speaking, sirthei you
nor any member of any registered co-operative ingusbciety anywhere in this state is the proprjettictly speaking, of
his or her flat. Your Society is the sovereign ofigyflat. You own a share certificate in that Soci¢f the Society decides
to sell your flat, you have no right to dissent. daji saw before him not just two bullying lawyetsut the primal
presence of authority” (Adiga, 2011:18). Mastergisaalso subjected to series of insults and illuneats in the apartment.
He remembered his wife Purnima and called upon tbeswoop down and lift him from the land of theitiy.

He also realized that the law won’t work underéhésting circumstances.

Masterji could not obtain any support from fellowsidents, members of bureaucracy and civil society
He could not enlist the active support of the restd of the apartment who had great respect for finey too had
succomed to the pressures of the builder underait@able circumstances. “I am no longer fighting $4rah, he thought.

| am fighting my own neighbors (Adiga, 2011:19).

Masterji was surprised to see three formers stsdea Costa, Ranade and Savarkar who informed houtahe
story published in the newspapers. They told hiat tie should get good money from the builder ifMamted him to leave
the apartment. “But | don’t want the money, bojlsekplain again. India is a republic. If a mannta to stay in his home,
then it is his freedom to do so. If he wants tothen” (Adiga, 2011:20). The students were happse® their teacher full
of courage and conviction. Masterji consciouslyusefd to accept the generous offer of the buildehatcost of his

individual freedom to live in a place of his choered convenience.

The Confidence Group had taken physical possesditire building marked for demolition. Masterjidid in the
apartment under fear psychosis. “You were neven bod you will never die: you cannot hurt and caro®hurt: you are
invincible, immortal, and indestructible” (AdigaQ21:21).

Adiga has presented the challenging and disturbings spent by Masterji after the death of hisswiaster;ji
was more hurt by the compulsions he experiencetténapartment posed by the builder. He had to gkeutp live an
honorable life in the apartment and society. He svazan with a different mindset and personalitystdgi was coercised
by the fellow residents and builder's henchmenuwender before their demand. Masterji was killgdkmthari, Sanjiv
Puri, Ibrahim and others at the behest of the buildharmen Shah. The media presented this incakeat suicide which
was endorsed by the greedy residents of the apatrtBet the people around the apartment did nosaiie to the theory
of suicide. They thought that builder Dharmen Slahthe neighbors had killed Masterji to fulfill theinhuman
aspirations. Adiga concludes: “Nothing can stopviang thing that wants to be free” (Adiga, 2011:2Zhe novel is a
suspense-filled story of money and power, luxund deprivation; a rich tapestry replaced by unftegde characters in

Bombay.
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The poor and needy people suffer a lot at the hahdsal estate mafia who are supported by moneyepand
muscle power (Dhara, 2011:28). There are graptscrggions of animals, birds, even insects in agalisease and decay
abound among the people, however incidental. Atimm presented the pathetic lives of the poor peiapldumbai and
argues that there is blackness which has no redemiukherjee, 2011:36).

Adiga uses some rather bludgeoning metaphors madds to effectively orchestrate a society which loat
touch with their humanity, the one essential ciflg quality (Usha, 2011:47Adiga has presented a readable novel with
skill in pacing and chiseling the narrative.

The story of the novel actually originated fromnaws report about a redevelopment project in Mumbai
The middle class and poor people face series aflésiin their day to day lives. It is a zoomed-iew of a colossal grey
area where people judge each other by their raec(idrora, 2011:24). The novel is based on theingritvhich is sheer

beauty, darkly humorous, brilliantly observed aitimately rather bleak.

Adiga has provided a dramatic touch to the livepample in Mumbai consequent on globalization essd real
estate business in the present times (Pellegriddl:39). The novel takes for inspiration a phenaonethat has swept
every Indian metro in recent years: middle-classilfas wooed by sky-rocketing property prices skedir modest homes

and move into penthouses.

Masteriji’'s resistance in the face of the risimipés and threats of the builder find a parallehwhe struggles of
men and women. Most of the acts of violence inrtbeel are indirect — clandestine, planned, dis¢refeen symbolic
(Arni, 2011:23). The novetlls the story of a small apartment building atedawner occupants. There is love, there is
dislike, there is bickering, there is resentmenhaiVmakes the novel so superb is the way Adiganbatthe micro plot
(Donahue, 2011:29). The novel tells the story dftraggle for a slice of shining Mumbai real estdignging all of
Adiga’s gifts for sharp social observation and naodwit to the fore.

Adiga succeeds in breathing life into an arraydracters from communist auntie to the protagoistaodern
Mumbai (Radford, 2011:42). The novel deals with tleal estate and the conflicting interests of comityuand
development. The author strips away the characfaitsi in themselves as good people, revealing -lomged seams of
pride, greed, hubris, envy, and cowardice (Val@84,1:48). Adiga is far too skillful a writer to ment the real estate story
in a different way.

The novel presents the real estate world in a higddlistic manner. It's one of the best novels t&ad in years
(White, 2011:50). The novel plays upon an even deoaanvas, introduces us to a fuller, richer $etharacters and
moves the action from the village to the city.dkes the idea of the individual versus society plagls it out on an epic
scale, showing how the psycho-geography of moderial acts to constrain and constrict individual udpat and
movement (Kirby, 2011:33).

This skillfully directed ensemble cast gives Adigacess to a range of voices and experiences in Miumb
apartment. The novel unfolds the miserable livethefslum dwellers and middle-class people whoeamoited by the
real estate mafiaPiurdon, 2011:41)Adiga constructs an unsettling, if rather unseftinovel: one well suited, for that

reason, to the febrile and shifting city it seeksdclaim.
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The novel presents the firm resolveMiisterji who is the eponymous last man, entrendéhdils commitment to
resistance, secure in his belief in the power obpewative living, impervious to bribes and threabke.
The novelist continues his project of shining ahiiggn the changing face of India, bringing us atyi that is as
compelling as it is complex to deciph@igrk, 2011:26)The novel presents the murder of an innocent teteacher from

the real estate lobby.

Adiga would have punished the characters who werelved in the conspiracy of murder. This cruetliely
justifies that this novel is really a faithful comf this contemporary world where nothing stand$otee money
(Rai and Rai, 2011:43). Adiga shows a world whercMavellian characters, such as Dharmen Shah leespmbols of

truth and generosity since they offer money toithabitants of the tower.

The Masterji is cast as old fogies averse to changMumbai city in the age of globalization (Pekeet. al,
2012:40). The real estate business enriched sordesemrched others among the slum-dwellers. Towéndsend,
Adiga attempts to insert shades of moral ambiguity,attempt that fails since one would have to éardt to matter

(Khan, 2012:32). The novel offers an opportunityliw deep into all that is good and bad in modedid.

The book is rich in texture and detail concerningdern Mumbai. It raises issues of urban developnieat
massive real estate growth that has taken plabtumbai in the last few years. Adiga notes that imgtitan stop a living
thing that wants to be frg&ahlon, 2013:3D The novelist provides a changing picture of Mumbpagvalent corruption, a
decline of the caste system, a rise of materialisch other miseries. These are not good signs éocdming generations

of our country (Kumar and Singh, 2014:34).

The emotional scale one endures is both exhauatidgworthwhile. The tone is magnificent — there'st the
right amount of self-irony. The many scenes of die¢ailed description have meshed with action dratacter analysis
(Palmu, 2015:38). The novel presents the conflictinterest between the dominant real estate fome ardinary
middle -class people who are residents of the apant (Chauhan, 2015:25). Adiga’s novel exposesdats and minds

of the everymen and women of a great, booming Muicibawhere ordinary people were pushed to thaiits.

Adiga has managed to deliver quite a power-pagketth with his insights into the psyche of the maatized
people in the city (Mahabore, 2015:35). The noeeresents the middle-class psyche of Mumbai trionghare the rapid
economic expansion, sudden fortune, and unimagédhes on account of globalization. Adiga hasdiio highlight the
brutal injustices of society in the age of globatfian. What is highlighted here is that money nahonly disintegrate a
united community but also can paralyze their loregprved notions of idealism and sentimentalismiiiuee, 2015:36).

The novel explores the conflicts between individarad collective willpower, between real estate tgwer and people.

Adiga explores modern materialism which has regladogmanism in the age of globalization. The noeskals
the crimes associated with real estate which isadrtbe booming industries in Indian cities. Theveloexposes how the
lust for money and material benefits turn the Ideg friends into rival and force them to kill thefriend
(Dasaradhi and Fulzele, 2016:27). It is evident tha impulse to become rich in contemporary dliabd India makes

people act more selfish and less humane.
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The novel presents the anti-people approachedefréal estate industry in Mumbai (Karkuzhali, 2318.
The novel depicts the pathetic condition of the amddg and what compels a common man to commit murde
to rob people and to force the people to go orbeffm path. The author explores Mumbai as a comaiemnad financial
hub which has emerged as the place of assortedtopjies. The novel is a trenchant critique onithea of progress that

fuels the rise of materialism and greed (Sreel&tb&6:46).

The novelis an exercise in storytelling more than it is iorality. Adiga presents the conspiracy of the esthte
mafia in Mumbai which has victimized the innocemidahelpless persons. The novel revels in contragtainted as
intricately with words and emotions as a film apainted with light and shadoviR@mesh, 2017:44). The nowffers a
three-dimensional view of contemporary urban Inttigeortrays the ground realities of life in Mumbahich have made
the lives of people highly miserabl¥dliyamattam, 2017:49)The novel is the story of the rise of the growimglian

middle class consumerism, and commercializatiorshgémenaz, 2018:45). The novel reflects corruption,

degeneration of human values, drawbacks of human systems in Mumbai city.

CONCLUSIONS

Adiga’s Last Man in Tower explored the ill effeai materialism and analyzed the greed of the meeglich
makes them dehumanized in the present times. Thik &lso primarily dealt with the crimes associatéth real estate
which is a booming industry in India today. Adigtieetively explored how the lust for wealth to bew® rich makes
people more selfish and incites them to unethicattices and illegal activities. The maddening fostpower and money
has scathed the human relations built over yeadfya®s Selection Day is a polyphones novel aboutemporary India
where progress turned out to be a glaring inequatitionality has become selfishness and the iddalism has come to

mean unbridled greed.
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